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\ntroduction: Sleep. Dream. wake up./

| cant believe the first term has ended and \ only have a few months et in a life-
chanﬁ'\nﬁ experience. | have never ‘\maﬁ'\r\ed that ry writing would reach this stage of creativity
and beautifuness., | have never '\maﬁ'\neo\ writing & piece that would be so personal. That reao\'\n3
it would tell You who | am. Even the puzzle structure | had in ry mind about how stories are
written has char\ﬁeo\ forever. | think about it as a frip to another world. As SomeJrh]r\S that You
want people to five and not Just form, \ am so ha("("fj to present fo you my finest stories that

\ have ex(ala\neo\ in them a lot of ’rh'\n33 \ could never say before.

when | started this class, \ +hou3h‘r that creative wrifing was about writing creatively
when antj’rh'\nﬁ that You write is correct, and You cannot be \'\udﬁeo\ because there are no rules
and there's no r5h+ or wrong. Now, | think creative wrifing is about conveying & message
'\no\'\rec‘rl&j. It is the opposite of formal writing which | have been used to write for rny entire
ke, when \ started this UWOIT, \ +hou3h+ short fiction was how to write a story and to fell it to
other people. Mow, | think short fiction is how to convey & messagqe +hrou3h wrifing people &

group of events from our '\méﬁ'\na’r‘\on.

This unit - Short Fiction - challenﬁeo\ mMe because: | was never used to write stories but

rather read stories and now |\ do not even read stories the same way \ used to do before.



Qo\d\ﬂonau\j, \ used to think that teling people anﬁ’rh‘\n\cj is & story, but there is actually more into

it, s about giving context, characters and copying an event the way it is,

N class, | was always f:‘u!lﬁ reao\\j and prepared with rny homework, questions to ask,
and ideas to share with My peers, | found the opportunity of the invitations of writing was
better than hav‘\nﬁ to stfick to a promet as | was able to express mase@ better, | think that
My contributions to workshops became more useful as | know now what would benetit other
writers and improve their pieces. | got very used to the class that )\ do not want fo leawe i, it
became the part of ry o\aa where | visit home, where \ actualy learn some’rh'\nﬁ new and
benefit, some‘rh'\nﬁ that is chanﬁ'\nﬁ who | am rather than ’rh'\nﬁs \ do In some other classes
where \ am going to never use again in ik, \t was an opportunity for me to grow as & mentor

and a writer and a s+or3+eller and a pUblic speaker.

\n this introduction, | did not describe each story because | believe each story has a
story to tell A moment to be shared. A message to convey, when reao\‘\nﬁ ry draft, You wil
see the huﬁe transition that happened from rmy first broad drafts to the last specific ones

when | make the reader live the events as i€ +he3 are dream\ns.

Now: Sleep (read). Dream ( Enjoy. wake upl



Saeed and Suad

It was oo pm when Suad came back home. She had a ?eel\r\ﬁ of euphoria, one
that she had not feit for Jears. Her father had never allowed her tfo s’ra\j out this

late. overwhelmed with happiness and 3raﬁ+uo\e, she went to his room and said,
"Thanks for today, Rabal'
‘Glad it was funl Don't stay up too late!"

‘of course. 'm realy fired, but it was easiy one of the best n\3h+s \ have ever had

with my friends!'

‘what did You do?

‘we watched a movie ’rog@‘rh@r,"
“P\maz'\nsl which one?

vew York Minute., Wt was great, when we were done we went to Emma's house to

héf\j out in her tree house.'
"Didnt | tell you not to leave Clara's house "
“Sorr\j Baba, \ ?orﬁo’r! | swear!

Fine, just go to sleep.. pow!' her father exclaimed in an angy and dismissive tone.
Hear‘\nﬁ this, Suad coud aireao\g feel her newfound £reedom evaporating before her
eyes. As she waked 3way, those very same eyes welled ue with tears. She could
not breath, she feit as i€ the wQBh’r of the entire world was resting on her chest.

Sorry fowed into her heart Ike water into ’rhrough a dam, Her f:\am\lﬁ‘s strong
religious  views have aways held her back in like, she did not have the <£reedom to
express her religous  views, chose her £riends, show her hair, or even tak to bogs.
Her dad 3lwaye wanted her to rNarTy her cousin, whom she loathed very much, The
very ’rhough’r of sPeno\\nﬁ the rest of her ke with such a stuck ug arrogant, sele-
intiled violent asshole filed her with dread. She has dways been scared to even

3e+ near him, She could not ?orﬁe’r what he had dore to her when she was a chid.



one o\a:j, whie  Suad was playing i her uncle's \oackaaro\, her cousin came and
pushed her. She wished that was it but he did not stop there, he \‘)umPeo\ on her
and forced her into P‘ngs\cel contact with him, He threw his bodg onto her's, He
moved back and forth on her, rubb'\nﬁ himsel£ against her over and owver. 't ruined
her chidhood forever. Suad was never able to tell anyone what happened that o\a&,
but she has repressed that memory,  at  least for now. Al she coud think about

was whether or not her dad would €ind out about what ha(a(aeneo\ that nBH

It was the most seecial n'\3h+ of per like, it was the n‘\ﬁh‘r when her dad ?\nalltj let her
90 out with her £riends after beﬁﬂlnﬂ him to allow her to do so.

"Baba, | am 2, just let me do it this time and this time onltj," she beﬂﬁeo\.
“whﬁ are you asking me al of a sudden? he replied.

She said, "Baba, | am very  mature +oo\aﬁ, and can totaly ditferentiate  between

what's r\gh‘r and wronﬁ."

"Suad, we want to spend fime  with \joul Friends come and go but famiy wil akways
be there for 3ou.“

\

No, | am ?eel‘\nﬁ lonelier each da\j and losing  more and more friendships. Friends

come, but they wil only go i€ You let them!"

' understand, but | think that You wil be fine SPer\o\'\nﬁ this evening with Your f:‘am\lﬁ,

with us! we love speno\‘\nﬁ firme with 30\)\!" he =said.

She replied in 2 loving but slBh+I3 defensive tone, "Baba, | enjoy that too, but | also
enjoy time with rny friends, we wanna do some  stukk +oSQ+her as we did not hanﬁ

out In S0 Iong!“

Y 2ee,' he said.

"But are You sure they are all girls and You wil only stay in the house
Yes, Baba, of course!' she said.

Suad went to her £riends house and she \mmeo\'\a’relﬂ knew that it was going fo be
a very special night, Everﬂboo\ﬁ was  shouting " dont carel \ love " throwing  rhythm
and pitch out the window, but Just enjoying the beat of the bass and the tune of

like. People were Jurping up and down, and almost all of them were drunk.



Do You want a shot? someone asked her.

"Uramm, nol | don't actualy  fike shots! | fke wine more.' She lied, never hav\nﬁ had

alcohal in her ke but fil wanﬁnﬁ to &it in.

Another grl came to her with & gass of wine and said, ‘Here You 301 Enjoy your
n\3h+!“

‘Uhh, no thanks,' she stammered, " |\ don't actualy like wine! | ke.. uhhh.. shote! 1\ ke

shots more.

Mobod3 knew she was running - back and forth because she did not drink, nor did
she have any desire to. W her dad ever smels her lke she did, he would Probablﬁ
Kick her out of the house.

She was sotil able to act ke she was drunk so she could be lke the other grie. She
did it so \oro?ess\onalla that she attracted all the guye around, 't was when she met
Saeed however, that the world stood stil. Suad had aways heard of Saeed and
secretly  like him, She knew he was fArab, ke her, and that € there is even the
sl\gh‘rQs‘r chance for her to lve somewhere else, it would be \:3 rarrying him. "He is
the man of rmy dreams, and he is leaving to do his Ph.D. in a few 0\635 too. | wish \

could g0 with him," 2aid in her mind.

Luckily, it was not too late Lor them to enjoy some time ’ro\c’e’rher‘

Do Jou want to go out for a wak? he asked.

She hesitated, remembering what her £ather told her,

Y cant.' She replied shyly

s okay we won't stay for long let's just catch some 4resh airl" he replied.
She said, “Oka\j, let's 30!"

The&j went to the tree house and had some £un. Mot playing with the toys up there,
but Suad had the most seecial moment of her fike.

A\ doing it correctty Saeed! she said.
He replied, "\ do not know, that's ry first time too!"

Thea en\‘)oxjeo\ their time very rmuch then each had to leave.



The next o\aﬁ, Suad was woken up by the beautifll sound of the birds, and the

intense sun raye were com'\nﬁ to her eye.
Her nanny knocked the door and said, Nalia, let's 90 Swim outside!"

Suad wore her swimsuit and  was reao\\j for her <favorite breakfast, Scrambled
eqge pancakes, chocolate mik and much more. '+ was lke her lke was becoming
\l,

Per‘?ec‘r. She checked her Snapchat as usual to see many  en3ps from Saeed
\

\

love 30\)\," “mom'\r\ﬁ baes3' ‘et me see \:jou," "3our eyes keep charm'\nﬂ e, and
keep ‘rh‘\nk'\n3 of you al da&j all tht" Al these captions used to make out her daﬁ
and every day. Suad took & photo and sent it to him captioning it 'Swim 'Dagl“

As Saeed opened her snap, he was very scared, He started caling and caling her,
He sent her lots of snaps. He texted her many times, ‘Suad, Suad Don't So! Cover
your chest with makeue or some‘rh‘\nﬁl Suaaaad!' But, it was too late as her ehone
was on sient and she left it in her room. Suad did not know what was going to
happen next! She was happy as usual to swim with her ittie sibiings as these were
the happiest moments of her like at home!

She was waking towards the pool when her dad  shouted, ‘Suad, what's this?
‘What's what Baba® she reglied. '\ fell from the treehouse.’

Her father saw a h'\cke3 on her chest. "Fuck\nﬁ iar Suad' what is that? he said,
will ?uc\dnﬁ Kill You n front of everyone bitchl  You have ruined My reputation

Lorever

t was the moment he knew it al he reﬁreﬁeo\ ever&j‘rh'\n\cj and  was running  fo his
room to Se’r 3 gun. Suad did not know what to do. She ran out to the street in her
swimsuit scream\nﬁ around and hOPmﬂ someone  will hel(a her. She SP\“\r\Jreo\ to the

main street and went in a cab.
‘where are You 30\037." the driver said, looking at her with surerise.
"Just ride! o fast! o fast!" she replied. ‘Faster!"

Suad arrived at Saeed's house, 'Saeed, | need your helel My dad is going to kil el
She explained how bad her situation was, and their only solution was to escape to

Trance,' Saeed said. He packed up quickly and went to the frain station. 't was two



minutes late, but he held her on his back, ran after the train and got in. 1t seems

ke Jrhe\j have (olanneo\ it al on their first n'\ﬁh’r.

That same time, her dad has called the police and went crazy into every old street
of Denmar, looking for her. He did not get back to his home in five o\aﬁs and he
did not eat or drink anﬁ’rh'\nﬁl

"Sorr3 sir, there is no sign of your daughter in the coun‘rrtj," the officer said to
Suads dad. He went back home and never heard 3gain of her and valued his other

s‘\bl\nﬁs much more.,



About what happened in Amman last week!

omar enters the room with cupcakes.

Yo, \ am s’rarv‘\nﬁ, thank You for the cupcakes.

\ alreao\a ate, don't worra! Did You finish Your work?
Mot yetl

Then don't sit on Jour beadl

Okay, okay, | wanna tell you some’rh'\nﬁ.

Yes?

This week was the worst for me., | feel \m o\rown\nﬁl
why? what happeened?

Did | fell you?

No.

| was going to get rapeo\!

Lol what?

on My way to the gy last ?r'\o\a:j. A man who looked 30 stopped for me and offered

me a ride.

You didnt accept it r'\\cjh’r?

ol As | saw him old enouﬁh, | 2aid there would be no problem. | went in and we started

‘ral\dnﬁ about \%mm\nﬁ and about our experiences.

“"htj the heck would You accept a ride from a s’rranﬁer?.

He was asking my about me heart rate when |\ work out and all of a sudden, he said,

let me feel your heartbeats now.'

okag?



- He touched ry chest in & weird way, He was mov'\r\3 his hand on it +e||'\n3 me it feels

realy healfh\j and 3ooo\, then he asked i€\ was a smoker,
- wait, do You smoke

- Mo, | only do it ke once a month,

wh\j?. ‘*’htﬁ

t's €ine, \ am not addicted to it. \ only do it once a month,
Qnﬁwag, he offered me a cigarette after and-
- Did you take it?

- No, | told him | am going to the 99 and Jrhetj both don't work out +03€’rher.

Oka&ﬁ"'

- He looked s+ran3e|3 to My eues then he asked about what was in between rny laps
and \ ‘rhouﬁhw‘ he was ’ral\dnﬁ about ry (ohor\e that was there,

- Yes.. Did he take it from 30\)\7.

- Mo, but as he approached his hand towards it, | knew what he wanted to fouch ry
d*ck, | told him fo let me out of the car ‘\mmeo\'\amlﬁ.

- oh Yy 300\! Did he touch 30\)«2.

- Mol Mol He locked the door, | hit him, ran out and tock a picture of his car number. He

ket ?ollow'\nﬁ me but as there were people around | could make it to the 99y sa?elxj.
- wh\j the fuck would this ?\lﬂ'\g animal {ollow You after what he had doned

- Bro | don't know. | was ?rea\dnﬁ out. | was on the ehone with rny friend the entire time.
| was faking fike a littie kid trying to hide ry emotions, but couldnt, And \ was like i an&ﬂw'\nﬁ
happens to me, call the eolice.

- You called your friend? bot your parents?
- No. of course, | am not going fo call my parents.

- Wh‘jY-



- what the heck?! & they know that | accepted a ride &rom & sfranger, | would never be

able to 9P out aﬁa\n.
- Shit!

- Anag, You knouw that my parents keee traveling so i€ +he§j knew | was harassed, | would
be locked at the house au/3!

- Shit! Shit!

- And now rmy {riend's cousin 30+ me his name and we are 30‘\03 to teach him a lesson
this weekend.

- what?

Yes, he works with the central \nf@llBQnCQ!

Do brol Don't 30!

- \ don't know, | m‘\\cjh’r Juet go fo watch him being hit and =o that he this asshole learns a

lesson.
~ \ don't think You are o\o\n3 the r\3h+ +h\n3!

- wel, just that You know bro, this is rmy second time being harassed sexualy in & car.

what?

- Last time, it was with an Uber driver,

what the fuck bro? That's not okag! why didn't You fell me before?

\ts oka‘jl \ didn't know You back then.
iPhone rirys,
- Peace be upon ﬁoul How are 3ou2.

- | am well, mom! How are 30\)«2.

Good habibi (Arabic word mean\nﬂ: ry deap)!

- How's alll \t's okaﬁ... it's been a ’rouﬁh week at school and | cant wait il Thurso\aﬂ.

Yateek ala%a (Brabic word rmeaning may God gve you health)!



Thanks mom! Al is well

- Great!

Mama, | was wor\o\er]nﬂ i€\ can 9 with Hashim this weekend to the farm.
- who will be 90ing with You 3&)«332.

- Some other £riends and his cousine.

fAre there any adulte?

Yes, his cousins! The\j are 2% Jears old!
- No, | mean his parents or so.
- only his cousing, but +h63 are very mature.

- You cant 301

whﬁ? Just because your dad and | think that it won't be safe!
- Mor, come onl
- Mo, just go to your grandparents house this weekend!

- No, | dont want to. \ don't enjoy & singe bit of ry time there. Just let me go out with
friends!

Please understand me, we trust You 0 much, but You will be all guys alone so no.

what do You mean? You think we wil 3€+ Arunk? or smoke weed! That's BS mom!

watch Your Ianauase when You are ’ral\c\ns to me!

er'\\c}\‘\‘r! As You wishl | am sure | wil enjoy my time a lot with your \oaren’rs!
- \ts fine 3ou'll 90 to malls with them.
- Mor, what malis? who g0es out to & mall on weekend! Please no.

- No, | won't enjoy & singe but of time with these two who one can't even hear antj’r‘n'\nﬁ
that \ say and the other will die Jroo\aﬁ or tomorrow.

- Great! Since +hea wil die, You can be le£t alone, and do whatever You want to,

Cal disconnects.



- See bro. She has that ?eel‘\nﬁ whenever anxj’rh‘\nﬁ happens with me even €\ dont tel
her,

- She doesnt know about what hapeened with You in Arman last week?
- Mol Hell ol But, she knows or she £eels. | don't know!

- Call her aﬁa\nl

- Okatﬁ'

It keeps show‘\nﬁ ine. busy, She doesnt want to answer.

- Never mind.

Hassage received, it says: "Dont talk to me 8gain until you /earm how to respect us and Your
jrandparenfs. And yes, don't 1-"0:367‘ fo sign in this weekend, because | don't think | want my
parents fo be with you./"

- Shit bro! \t's okay, just call her and apologize,

- Last weekend, same +h‘\03 happened. | swore at some people while she was on the

phone. She thinks \ am \')uer be'\n3 rude all the time.

- You never know. Maybe, it better for you not to go out this weekend.

Haabe... whatever, let me complete rny homework now.
- okay, 3eah! Just sleep immediately after youre done!

- Yes, VIl dol

er'\\c’h‘r! Have a Sooo\ n\g\‘\’rl

Good r\’tﬂh’rl You are ’rrultj rny best £riend!

- You are tool See 30\1«!

See 3ou!



The Land of 2otogia

"Hutchi Patcha Kitvi Rosho %o+oP'\a!“ \ heard. | did not understand an\:j’rh\nﬁ but was lost in the
beautiful rays of I‘\ﬁth reQecﬂnﬂ My eyes which blocked me £rom see'\nﬁ an\j’rh'\nﬁ. \ started to
focus and found out that all \ was Iook\nﬁ at were diamonds. | decided to collect as much as

\ can in My back(oack.

My hand approached the eile, and | couldnt feel anﬁ’rh'\ns. | opened both hands and tried to
3a’rher more of them. Moﬂ'\’mﬁ was sﬂck'\nﬁ to rny hand. \ could not £eel anﬁ’rh\nﬂ. \ P\(\C\‘\QO\
m\jseIQ but knew it was all happen\nﬂ in rny head and that no‘rh'\nﬁ was real, \t was ‘rml\j 3o\n3
on. \ started wal\dnﬁ between the large rmountains of diamonds among the island. \ was able
to wak into them. \ (oamckeo\ at first.

Questions started swinging back and forth in rmy head. It approached ry pointing at herseld
saying ‘Shututa, Shututa, Shututal' Shututa looked like humans i€ | were to iqnore. her
gistening skin. 'So where am \ cight now? | said. She reglied, "Kutcha eitcho r\+ch'\aﬁ.“ \ did not
understand a word, but she was wearing & watch \ could recognize. She kept pointing

cor\‘r\nuousB at it as ¥ we were runn\ns out of tfime.

| ket walking and ?\r\allﬁ found some‘rh'mﬁ tangble, 't was & ‘rainbow water,' as \ would call it.
The finest colorful water | have ever drunk. It tasted sour and sweet and hot and cold all at

the same fime. | drank until \ was not able to swallow a o\ro\o.

| looked at the sky fo see that the number of the clouds was o\ecreas\nﬁ. Theﬂ were EopEing
out, ?ao\'\nﬁ into the sky, | kept running but twice as fast aiming at no destination, f?ear‘\nﬁ

time. | spotted a hole in the 3rouno\ that was growing smaller and smaller, The Sign ‘exit,' was
o\rowr\'\nﬁ info it. | serinted airning to 9° into the hole. \ thouSh’r it was the only exit. "Shoooot!" |

screamed. | went in and \'\um\oeo\.

| could pass ’rhrou3h solid objects so | did and Jumeed into & radius of @ meter, | was ?all‘\nﬁ
down, then \ got my head ue, and \ woke up. Mom, | want a gass of colorful water? | said. |

went out of rny bed and tried to 90 outside ’rh\‘ou&‘n the gaes door. My head bumpeed, and |\

went back to bed.



